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ec The poverty, destitution, and general
moral and physical deterioration resulting
from a competitive system of wealth production
which aims primarily at profit-making ;
" The alarming growth of trusts and syndi-
cates able by reason of their great wealth to
influence Governments and plunge peaceful
nations into war to serve their interests ;
" The menace to the well-being of the realm
caused by this condition of affairs and the need
for legislation designed to inaugurate a Socialist
Commonwealth founded upon the common
ownership of land and capital, production for
use not for profit, and equality of opportunity
for every citizen."
It was, Hardie knew, as little use asking the
House of Commons to assent to this as it had been
to invite royalty to abolish itself (a proposal he
once gravely tried to put on the Order Paper, only
to have it gravely ruled out by Mr. Speaker, who
must have shared Hardie's amusement at the
joke). But the forms of the House provided no
other method by which the subject of Socialism
could be introduceS.. Indeed, they very nearly
deprived him of this chance. In the Private
Member's ballot for the opportunity to raise dis-
cussions he gained a place for April 2 3rd, 1901,
an historic date. But his was the last place : not
until after half past eleven at night was he called
on to speak. The House was to rise at twelve ;
he had no more than twenty-five minutes. Friends